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CHARGE 
Deliver'd to the CLERGVY of 
the Dioceſe of St. David's, Oc. 


My Reverend Brethren, 
8X8 2 AVING, in the Primary Viſi- 


2 tation of my Dioceſe, offer'd 
ſome Directions (among others 
Mofa like nature) for ſtudying 
che Holy Scriptures to the great- 

eſt advantage, as the Foundation 

of Chriſtian Faith and Morality, I cannot but 
think it very proper at this time to purſue the 
ſame important Subject, tho' indeed with a dif- 
ferent View. I heartily with the Signs of the 
Times did not ſo loudly call upon Us, who are 
more immediately Dedicated to the Service of 


A 2 Religion, 
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Religion, not only to uſe all proper Methods, 


but to make ſome extraordinary Efforts, for ſup- 
porting the Divine Authority of thoſe Scrip- 
tures, and vindicating the Honour of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, which have been lately attacked 
with an uncommon Virulence. But as the So- 
ciety for propagating Infidelity is well-known 
to be extreamly induſtrious in advancing the 
deteſtable Cauſe of the Kingdom of Darkneſs, ſo 
the Children of Light, that is, thoſe that enjoy the 
Light of the Goſpel, and entertain good hopes of 
a glorious mmortality upon Chr:/t:an Princi- 
ples, and more eſpecially thoſe whoſe Profeſſion 
It 1s to inſtruct others in Chriſtianity, ought to 
v all Opportunities they are favour'd with of 
iv. ing thoſe Children of this World, who are 
ſaid to be ſo very wiſe in their Generation, tho“ 
it be in order to ſpread Contagion, and to dq 
much Miſchief to the Souls of Men. And 
therefore at this Critical Juncture, when all o- 


ther Controverſies are ceaſed, or are at leaſt ſuſ- 


pended, but that fundamental one of the Truth 
of the Chriſtian Religion, which has been of 
late treated with the utmoſt Contempt and In- 
ſolence, I think it my Duty to awaken and ex- 
cite the Clergy committed to my Care and In- 


ſpection, in Conſequence of a more accurate Study 


of the Holy Scriptures formerly recommended 
t You, to be more ſtrongly fortified with 
thoſe 


= 
thoſe Arguments that chiefly ſupport the Truth 
of the Chriſtian Religion ; that the Mouths of 
Gainſayers may be more effectually ſtopped by 
a general and learned Oppoſition, and the Ob- 
jections of Infidels may have leſs Influence on ig- 
norant or prejudiced Perſons ; when every Cler- 
gyman is a well-prepared Champion for his Re- 
ligion, and is ready to give a proper Anſwer to 
every one that asketh a Reaſon of the Hope that 
is in Us. And tho' it may be preſumed that the 
Seniour Part of the Clergy are Maſters of the 


beſt Sort of Arguments in Defence of Chriſti- 


anity, and that therefore what is now aimed at, 
in a Preliminary Manner, may be thought more 
proper for preparing the Dunger Sort of Clergy- 
men for this Spiritual Warfare; yet I cannot 
think it unſeaſonable for us all, of What Age or 
Station ſoever, to reſume thoſe Weapons we for- 
merly have, or ought to have, armed ourſelves 
with in Vindication of our common Chriſtiani- 


ty, to refreſh our Memories, and exerciſe anew 
our Underſtandings on ſo great a Subject, agree» 


ably to the preſent Exigencies of the Church, 
and to that particular Sort of Arms which are 
borrowed at this time of the Jews, for the Ser- 
vice of Infidelity, I fay, borrowed of the 
FJews; for as our Adverſaries have appeared in 


different Shapes, as they have ſometimes put on 


the falſe Colours of Epicureans, ſometimes have 
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wore the Badge of Fataliſts, and at other times 
have been diſguiſed with ſome revived Chriſtian 
Hereſy, ſo have they of late thought fit to attack 
the Chriſtian Religion with the Old Objections 
of our profeſſed Enemies, the Jews themſelves ; 
tho' the Perſons that have now adopted them, 
ſeem to believe no Sort of Revealed Religion, 
nor even that of Nature itſelf, But however 
perſonated they may be, or on whatſoever Views 
their repeared Attempts are made on common 
Chriſtianity, it becomes our neceflary Duty to 
ſtudy with greater Exactneſs the true Grounds 
of our Holy Religion, and to take off thoſe 
falſe Imputations that have been laid on it, by 
Perſons, that tho' they were baptized into it, 
have deſerted the Faith that was once delivered 
to the Saints. 

And that we may be aſſiſted in this good 
Work, by a Review of a Subject that juſtly 
claims a principal Place in all our Thoughts, I 


ſhall make uſe of this preſent Opportunity to 
ſhew, 


Firſt, The general Nature of the Evidence 
on which Chriſtianity is founded. 


Secondly, That the particular Facts, on which 
Chriſtianity is founded, are things in their own 
Nature moſt juſtly Credible. 


Thirdly, 


EF] 
Thirdly, That thoſe Facts are ſupported by 
the beſt and moſt Authentick Teſtimonies thar 
any matters of that Kind are Capable of. 
Fourthly, That thoſe Facts were not only 
well-ſupported by Original Teſtimonies, but 
continue to this Day to be ſo on the ſame Foun- 
dation, and are ſtill juſtly Credible. 
And Laſtly, I ſhall offer ſome Account, in 


the Critical and Hiſtorical way, of the beſt A- 


pologiſts for the Chriſtian Religion, both among 
the Antients and Moderns, in order to form a 
rational Scheme for the more accurate ſtudy of 


them. 


Agreeably to the Method propoſed, I am to 
ſhew, 1/7, The general Nature of the Evidence 
on which Chriſtianity is founded. 

Nothing is more obvious to Perſons of an in- 
quiſitive Temper, than that the different Natures 
of things require different and indeed peculiac 
ſorts of Proof. Numbers and Figures, it is well 
known, admit of the ſtricteſt Demonſtration. 
Natural Knowledge may be advanced to an high 
degree of Certainty by repeated Experiments 
and Obſervations on the Courſe of Nature, and 
eſpecially when aſſiſted by the Truths drawn 
from Numbers and Figures. Matters of a 


Moral kind are ſupported by Reaſons drawn 


from the Order and Relations of things to one 
A 4 another, 


rally been found to acquieſce. 1 ſay, generally; 
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another, as fixed in Nature by the great Author 
of it, and ſuited to the Benefit of Rational Be- 
ings. And thus Matters of Fact, or of an Hiſtori- 
cal nature, are only. capable of being proved, 
either by immediately affecting the Senſes of 
Men, or by the Credibility of their Teſtimo- 
nies, when related or tranſmitted to Others, 
who have not been perſonally converſant about 
them. Matters of Fact, I fay, are not capable 
of a ſtrict Mathematical Demonſtration, but 
only of the Evidence that ariſes from Teſtimo- 
nies that deſerve our Credit. And it is upon 
Credible Teſtimonies that all Matters of Juſtice 
and Government are adminiſtred throughout 
the World, and the Commerce of Mankind, 
and eſpecially in remoter Countries, is carried on. 
And indeed all the Hiſtory of the World entire- 
ly depends on this ſort of Proof. Now if all 
che Actions of Men (with which they are not 


immediately converſant) in the common Affairs 


of Life depend upon Credible Teſtimonies, it 
is evident there are ſome proper Characters of 
Credibility, to which Men ſubmit without Re- 


JuRancy, and regulate their Conduct according- 
Jy. And this is What we uſually call Moral 


Certainty ; ſuch Evidence as is ſuited to Matters 


of a Moral and Hiſtorical nature, and in which 


as the only Proof of its kind Men have gene- 


ſince 


13 
fince ſome few Perſons have appear'd, that 
have pretended to doubt of the plaineſt Facts, 
and have profeſſed an Univerſal Scepticiſm. 
Theſe, however, have been condemned by the 
Bulk of Mankind as Unreaſonable Perſons, and 
as unqualified for the Bleſſings of Society. But 
tho' there have been ſome few Exceptions, the 
generality of Infidels have little reaſon to make 
any Objections againſt the Teſtimonies of the 
Senſes ; fince they are well-known to value them 
highly in other reſpects, to place their chief 
Happineſs in the gratification of them, and nor 
to look beyond the Reports of them to matters 
of a Spiritual nature, or thoſe of another World. 
But as ſceptical as ſome Perſons may affect to 
be about Revealed Religion, and particularly 
about Chriſtianity, there is the ſtrongeſt Evi- 
dence poflible in the Cafe, namely, that of the 
Senſes, that there was ſuch a Perſon as Fe/is of 
Nazareth that appear'd in the World at a fixed 
and diſtinguiſhed Juncture, and that he per- 
formed many prodigious and amazing Works. 
And whoever denies, or pretends to doubt of, ſo 
well-known and fo fully atteſted a matter of 
Fact, muſt not only by juſt Conſequence deny 
his Aſſent to all Hiſtorical Evidence of paſt 
Ages, but muſt doubt of the Reality of the moſt 
Common Bufineſs of the World, as having its 


entire 


[ 10 ]] 


entire Dependence on the Teſtimony of the 
Senſes. 


Secondly, The particular Facts on which Chri- 


ſtianity is founded, are things in their own na- 
ture molt juſtly Credible. 


Now thoſe Facts, tho' they are of great va- 
riety, are reducible to two Heads, namely, the 
Accompliſhment of antient Propheczes in our 
Bleſſed Lord, and the performance of real Mira- 
cles by him. With relation to the former, it 
might be reaſonably expected, that if God 
thought fit to ſend a great Prophet into the 
World, upon fo important a Meſſage as that 
of the Redemption of lapſed Mankind, he 
would prepare the Way for his coming into the 


World, by laying down peculiar Characters of 


that Prophet by a Succeſſion of inſpired Perſons 
in different Ages, which ſhould eminently diſ- 
cinguiſh him from all Pretenders to that high 
Dignity. Now in Fact the Bleſſed Fejus was 
thus Prophecied of, and had the moſt remark- 
able Characters aſſigned him by the Prophets, 
among a Race of Men choſen by God to hand 

down the Expectation of the promiſed Reſtorer, 
in different Ages of the World ; which peculiar 


Marks all Center'd in him alone. Upon the 


firſt Fall of Man, he was promis'd by God him- 
1 ſelf 


111 


ſelf as the Seed of the Woman that ſhould bruiſt 
the Serpent's Head ; and afterwards, as the Seed 


of Abraham, in whom all the Nations of the 


| Earth ſhould be Bleſſed; as the Shiloh, or the 


extraordinary Meſſenger of God, that ſhou'd 


come into the World before the Jeus ſhould 


ceaſe to be a diſtin People; as the Prophet 
that ſhould be ite to Moſes, who was to be 
hearkened to under the Penalty of Exciſion; as 
a Perſon to deſcend from David of the Tribe 
of Judah, to be born at Bethlehem, and that 
miraculouſly of 4 Virgin, and within a fixed 
and limited time, namely, within Seventy Weeks 
of Years from a ſtated ra, and before the 
deſtruction of the Second Jewiſh Temple. The 
Characters too of his Perſon, his Life, and Suf- 
ferings, and Death as a Sacrifice, his Reſurrec- 
tion, Aſcenſion, and Glory, and Interceſſion, 
are ſo fully deſcribed by Daniel and the Evan- 
gelical Prophet, that they cannot poſſibly Agree 
to any other Perſon than the Bleſſed Fejus, 
who actually Challenged them to himſelf as 


well as Compleated them, Bur the Proofs of 
his Completion of them do not belong to this 


Head; under which it is only deſigned to ſhew, 
that the Facts relating to Jeſus's Accompliſh- 
ment of the antient Prophecies are very Cre- 
dible things in their own nature, as being ſuit- 
able to what might reaſonably be expected of a 
Perſon 
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Perſon, chat ought to be diſtinguiſhed by pecu- 
liar Characters and proper Deſcriptions, by way | 
of preparation for his Appearance. 

So likewiſe with regard to the Miraculous 
Fats aſſerted of Jeſus Chriſt, they are very 
Credible things in their own nature ; as it could 
not but be juitly expected by all reaſonable 
Perſons, that if it pleaſed God to ſend an emi- 
nent Prophet into the World, who was long 
before foretold, and generally hoped for in the 
appointed Age, he would give that Prophet 
Credit in the World, by arming him with a 
power of working Miracles, that is, of per- | 
forming things above and contrary to the com- 
mon Courſe of Nature, to Convince Mankind 
that he came from God, and was Commiſſion'd 
by him to declare his Will to Men. For ſuch | 
Alterations, or Suſpenſions, of the Courſe of 
Nature, together with the reſpective Reſtitutions 


of it, can ariſe from nothing bur an Interpofition | 


of the Divine Power, either by God himſelf, FT 
or his Miniſtring Spirits, or Inſpired Men, at 
his Command ; which are therefore proper Cre- 


dentials of a Prophet, who is by ſuch peculiar }. 
Facts, and eſpecially in concurrence with an ex, 
cellent Syſtem of Morality, moſt evidently di- 


ſtinguiſhed from all Impoſtors. It may fairly 
be expected, that ſuch amazing Facts will a- 
waken the Curioſity, and warm the Imaginati- 

1 on 


195 


on of Men, and induce them to make pro 
Enquiries into the Revelation of the Prophet, 
who thus ſhews he is ſent by God. And it may 


g too be juſtly expected, that ſome Criterion, or 
Method of Judging between Truth and Im- 


poſture, would be aſſigned by God, that might 


be of univerſal uſe, and extend its Benefit to the 
3 meaneſt Capacities. And therefore an Appeal to 
the Senſes by Miraculous Operations is the moſt 
1 univerſal Rule of Judging, and the moſt extenſive 


reaſon of Credibility ; ſince however Men may 


differ in their Intellectual Powers, they are 
generally on a level with regard to their 


Senſes, which are as acute in the moſt ignorant 
as in the moſt learned Perſons ; the former of 


3 which can as eaſily detect a Fallacy in any Ob- 
3} vious Inſtance of ſuſpending the known Courſe 
of Nature, and adhere as firmly to what they 
are aſſured of by their Senſes, as the latter fort of 
3 Perſons, tho' in other reſpects ſuperiour to them. 
And thus, as all Men are equally good Judges, 
by their Senſes, of what all Men have an equal 


Intereſt in, Miraculous Facts are in their own 


nature juſtly Credible. And this Conſideration 
will receive an additional Weight, when we 
recollect, that as it is moſt worthy of God to 
2 interpoſe in the Caſe now before us, ſo He is the 


ſuppoſed Author of all real Miracles, whoſe 


Veracity will not allow us to imagine he will 


ever 
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ever ſet his Seal and give his Approbation to a 
Lye, nor his Goodneſs give us leave to ſuſpect 
he will at any time deceive his Creatures, that 


judge of the Truth of things by thoſe Senſes, 
that he himſelf gave them for that very end. 


Theſe are ſome of the Reaſons of Credibility [ | 
that conſtitute the internal Evidence of the 
Facts relating to our Bleſſed Lord; which being 


here intimated, I proceed, in the Method pre- 
ſeribed, to ſhew, 


Thirdly, That thoſe Facts are ſupported by 
che beſt and moſt Authentick Teſtimonies, that 
any Matters of that kind are capable of. | 


As it cannot but be allowed, that the higheſt : 
and moſt affecting external Evidence of any | 
Matter of Fact is that of the Senſes; fo it muſt 
be acknowledged, that the Teſtimonies of the 
Facts that relate to our Lord, which were given 
by the Apoſtles, have all the force of Credi- 
biliry chat it's poſſible for any human Teſti- 
monies to carry along with them. | 

For they had ocular and repeated Demon- 
ſtrations of the wonderful Works that were 
performed by their Maſter. They ſaw at the 
fame time the Accompliſhment of the antient 
Prophecies in him, and they were Ear-Wit- | 
nefles of his Appeals to them in favour of his | 


0 
Title to the Meſſiahſhip. They converſed 
familiarly with him for ſome Years, and 
were perſonally preſent at his Miracles; 
and therefore were moſt capable of knowing 
the Truth, and enjoy'd all poſſible Opportuni- 
ties of being rightly informed. St. Matthew 
and St. John, two Writers of thoſe Facts, were 
perfectly acquainted with the whole Publick 
Miniſtry of their Maſter. And we are aſſured 
by Records of the earlieſt Antiquity, “ that 
St. Peter and St. Paul reviewed, if not dictated, 
the Goſpels wrote by St. Mark and St. Luke, 
their conſtant Companions and Aſſiſtants: The 
former of which was an Eye-Witneſs of his Ma- 


jeſty, and the latter was honour'd with a par- 


ticular Revelation of eſs Chriſt, and has made 
mention of his own Goſpel. And indeed the 
other three Goſpels were confirmed by St. John, 


when he wrote his Own as a Supplement to 


them, and thereby Compleated the Code of the 
Goſpels; as we are aſſured by Credible Writers 
in the firſt Ages of the Church of Chriſt. + 


* Vid. Irenxum, I. 3.c.1,& 11.— & Juſtin. M. Apelog. I. 


7 —& Euſeb. H. E. I. 2. 6,15. & l. 3. c.37, & 39. Ibid. — & 
Hieron. Proxm. in Matt. — & Tertull. adv. Marcion. J. 4, 
1 


+ Vid. Iren. l. 3 c 1. — & Euſeb. WE 3. 624. — ä 
Prom. in Matt. 


And 
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And again, as the Apoſtles were well- 
qualified Witneſſes, ſo did they actually give 
their Teſtimonies of the Facts relating to our 
Lord with great Fidelity. They were Perſons 
of ſuch unaffected Simplicity, as to record their 
own Frailties and Imperfections; and likewiſe 
of that Integrity, as to expoſe themſelves to the 
Hatred of the World, to Perſecutions, Tortures, 
and Death it ſelf of the moſt terrible Kinds, 
by firmly adhering to thoſe very Teſtimonies. 
They were indeed ſo free from all Worldly Views 
and Corrupt Motives, that even Vaninus, the 
Atheiſt, could not faſten the leaſt ſuſpicion upon 
them of affecting ſecular Honour or Intereſt. 

It is then as evident as any thing of an Hiſto- 
rical nature can be, that the Apoſtles themſelves 
did moſt firmly believe the Truth of thoſe Facts 
that they atteſted. But ſince, to weaken their 
Evidence, it has been ſuggeſted that they mighr 
be under the influence of a ſtrong Euthuſiaſin, 
and atteſt what was not really Fact, but exiſted 
only in their diforder'd Imagination; it may, 
and ought to, be Replied to fo abſurd and pro- 
fane a Suppoſition, that as their Writings 
ſhine with a genuine Virtue and fincere 
Piety, ſo do they moſt clearly evince the Com- 
poſers of them to have been Perſons of a ſober 
Temper and ſound Underſtanding, and under no 
carly Prepoſſeſſion, but their National one of | 


expecting 


„„ . 
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expecting a temporal Deliverer in their Meſſiah, 
of which they were gradually diſabuſed. And 
indeed St. Paul, whoſe Epiſtolary Writings, in 
Conjunction with the Goſpel ratified at leaſt by 
him, conſtitute ſo great a Part of the New Teſta- 
ment, was ſo acute as well as learned a Writer, 
that it has been acknowledged by one of the beſt 
Reaſoners of the preſent Age, that no one can 
doubt of St. Paulis being an excellent Reaſoner, 
that underſtands the Art of Reaſoning himſelf. 
Once more; If there had not been ſuch a real 
Coincidence of the ſeveral Marks of Diſtinc- 
tion in our bleſſed Lord, that were aſſign d on 
that Occaſion by the antient Prophets, all the 
Atteſtations of the Apoſtles would have had lit- 
tle Influence on the Minds of Men, but would 
have been univerſally exploded as Subornation 
and Forgery. Whereas it has been granted by 


the warmeſt Adverſaries of our Religion, that 


there was in Fact ſuch a Perſon as Jeſus that ap- 
pear d in Fudæa, and challenged to himſelf the 
diſtinguiſhing Characters that belong'd to that 
eminent Perſon;” that was to ariſe at a certain 
Time and Place, and agreeably to all other Cir- 
cumſtances long before foretold: So that the At- 
teſtations of the Apoſtles are in ſome meaſure 
confirmed, by the Acknowledgment of ſeveral 
Facts relating to Jeſus Chriſt by the Fews, and 
other Unbelievers of Chriſtianity, 
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And it is moſt remarkably evident, with re- 
gard to the Miraculous Facts of Jeſus Chriſt that 
are atteſted by the Apoſtles, that the Manner of 
the Performance of them was inconſiſtent with a 
falſe Atteſtation. For they were generally per- 
formed in ſo publick a Manner, before Enemies 
as well as Friends, and that ſo often, and in ſo 
great a Variety of Inſtances; that as the Ene- 
mies of our Lord had ſufficient Opportunities 
of detecting any Impoſture in them, ſo they 
were forced to acknowledge the wonderful 
Works that were performed by him with fo 
great Notoriety of Fact. It has been confeſs'd 
by the antient Jews, not only in our Goſpels, 
but in their Talmud, that amazing Works were 
actually perform d by Jeſus of Nazareth. And 
indeed theſe Facts were not denied by the other 4 
implacable as well as artful} Enemies of his Re- 
ligion. No, not by Celſus or Hierocles, or Julian 
the Apoſtate himſelf; tho' they all gave a ma- 
licious, but unnatural Turn, to thoſe Facts they 
could not but acknowledge: Such, for Inſtance, ' 
was the ſuperior Power of Magick in Jeſus, and 
the unaccountable Charm of a Word, or Words, 
uſed by him, that were pretended by ſome of 
them; and an Equality of miraculous Perfor- | 
mances, by Apollonius the Magician, that was | 
pleaded for by others, and virtually included an 
Aeknowledgment of the Reality of the prodigi- 


ous 


1 


dus Works of our Lord. But as abſurd as theſe 
Suppoſitions were, the Authors of them con- 
firmed by their own Conceſſions the Teſtimo- 
nies of the Apoſtles, with regard to the Reality 
of Facts, that were too well known to be de- 
nied. And conſequently, many of the miracu- 
lous Facts of our Lord were ſo circumſtantiated, 
as to have been inconſiſtent with the Suppoſition 
of a falſe Atteſtation by the Apoſtles, if they 
had been capable of ſo wicked an Artifice; which 
has been likewiſe ſhewn to have been morally 
impoſſible. 

And ſurely if the Facts relating to our Bleſſed 
Lord are thus eſtabliſhed by the Teſtimonies of 
the Apoſtles, conſider'd as well-inform'd and 
faithful Witneſſes; how much additional Force 
do they receive, when we recollect that thoſe 
very Witneſſes, choſen by God for that very End, 
were themſelves endued with a Power of work- 
Ing Miracles; by which they evinced, in the De- 
monſtration of the Spirit, that they were inveſt- 
ed with Authority from Heaven. The Acknow- 
ledgment of their own miraculous Operations 
by their greateſt Enemies, and particularly by 
Fulian himſelf, gave a ſtrong Confirmation to 
their Teſtimonies of the Facts relating to their 


\ Maſter; and more eſpecially when they were 


acknowledg'd by that moſt ſpireful Enemy of 
the Chriſtian Name, to have been the Authors 
B 2 of 
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of thoſe hiſtorical Books concerning Jeſus Chriſt, 
whoſe Names are prefixed to them. No wott- 
der then that the Teſtimonies of the Facts re- 
lating to our Lord, as given by the Apoſtles, and 
thus confirmed by Heaven it ſelf, were render'd | 
ſo irreſiſtible, as to bear down before them all 
the Power of Heathen Princes, the Malice of 
the Jews, and the Prejudices of the immoral as 
well as the learncd Part of the World, and to 
ſpread the Religion of Te/us in a ſpeedy and 
triumphant Manner to the moſt remote Parts of 
the Earth. For i, we receive the Witneſs of 
Men, the Witneſs of God is greater. 

Now if all this can only be underſtood of the 
Facts relating to our Lord in the literal Senſe, 
namely, that he was born, and lived, and per- 
formed miraculous Operations, and died, and 
roſe again, in the plain and obvious Senſe of the 
Words, how deſpicable an Opinion ought we to 
entertain of thoſe Allegorical Grounds and Rea- 


ſons of the Chriſtian Religion, which are at pre- 


ſent ſo warmly contended for, in Oppoſition to 
the literal Prophecies of the Meſſiah, with re- 
gard to the diſtinguiſhing Character and peculiar 
Circumſtances of that eminent Perſon. For 
what are thoſe Allegorical Alluſions, conſider'd 
without //7eral and real Facts, but a ſandy Foun- 
dation aflign'd to Chriſtianity, in order to ſub- 
vert the whole, and expoſe it ro the Contempt 

of 


211 
of Infidels? And how low muſt our Faith be 


ſuppos d to run, when the proper Diſtinctiong 
of the Meffiah are aſſerted to have been literally 


1 fulfilled in other Perſons, and figuratively only 


in our bleſſed Lord? | | 

In like manner, how ought we to reject with 
a juſt Abhorrence the Allegorical Scheme of our 
Saviour's Miracles, as laid down and proſecuted 
in /ome late Diſcourſes upon them ? For if all that 
is recorded in the Goſpels about our Saviour's 
Miracles be mere Figure and Parable, and be 
only Prophetical of ſome future Performances of 
Chriſt, as is expreſsly aſſerted by the Author of 
thoſe Diſcourſes, it is a neceſſary Conſequence 
that the Teſtimonies of the Apoſtles are vain 
and inſignificant ; fince in this Scheme they are 
not ſuppoſed to witneſs any real miraculous 
Facts, as actually performed by our Lord, but 


only to foretell in a myſtical manner, what migh- 
ty Works he will perform hereafter. A Scheme 
of Allegory this, that is fo far from being pro- 
* rected by the innocent, tho' exceſſive Allegories 
of ſome of the Fathers, who notwithſtanding 
2? aſſerted and believed, in the proper Senſe of the 
Word, the miraculous Facts of Jeſus Chriſt, 
7 that it undermines the very Foundaticn of his 
Religion, which is principally buil: on thoſe 


real miraculous Facts. And thus gur Lord's Ree 


ſurrection it ſelf, the moſt comprehenfive Article 


8 3 CL 


"In 1 
of our Faith, as well as all his other miraculous 
Works, are denied in the literal Senſe by that 
Author; tho' we are aſſured, that with great 
Power the Apoſtles gave Witneſs of the Re- 
ſurrection of the Lord Jeſus, and that the Word 
preached by them was confirmed by Signs follow- 

d ing. But indeed this profane Writer has ſub- 
Fo verted the Foundation of his own wild Scheme, 

þ whilſt he aimed at doing ſo te the literal Senſe 
1 of the Goſpel. For if thoſe Miracles of our 
3 Lord which the Apoſtles aſſerted were real Facts, 

F his Scheme ſinks at once; and if they were not 
real Facts, but mere prophetical Figures, the 
Reaſon of their future Accompliſhment entirely 
vaniſhes. For if thoſe Prophetical Figures are 
grounded on no real Fas, and therefore have 
no Foundation at all, they will, conſequently, 
be no more fulfill'd in the New TFeruſalem, (to 
which the ſaid Author refers them) than the 

Fatts relating to our Lord were actually perform- 
ed in or near the Old one. Which is a Scheme 
that more juſtly deſerves Ridicule, than any pre- 
tended Circumſtances of the miraculous Works 
of our Lord, which this Buffoon-Writer has 
dared to miſrepreſent, and treat with much Scorn 
| 1 and Inſolence. But as his Pretenſions are highly f 
1 1 Enthufiaſtical, and without any juſt Foundation, 
Wl. ſo all his impious Burleſque of the /ztera/ Senſe 
of our Saviour's Miracles, cannot alter the real 
Nature 


1 


Nature of any one Matter of Fact recorded in 


the Goſpel, and atteſted ſo powerfully by his A- 


poſtles. But I go on to ſhew, 

4thly, That the Facts relating to our Lord 
were not only well ſupported by original Teſti- 
monies, but continue to this Day to be ſo on the 
fame Foundation, and are {ti!l juſtly credible. 

For if it be pretended, that the Apoſtles Teſti- 
monies of the Facts relating to our Lord, confi- 
der'd too as ratified by Heaven it ſelf, have been 
convey'd to us thro' the hands of Fallible Men, 
and that therefore all Aſſent to thoſe Teſtimonies, 
however Divine, is founded on our previous Aſ- 
ſent to that human Teſtimony which conveys 
them to us; to this it may be replied, that 
the original Conveyers of thoſe Teſtimonies by 
Writing were in an extraordinary Manner ex- 
cited, illuminated, and aſſiſted, in the Compo- 
ſure of thoſe Writings, by which their Teſtimo- 
nies were ſafely conveyed, not only throughout 
Judæa, and the neighbouring Countries, but to 
the uttermoſt Parts of the World. And that they 
were ſo inſpired, is very juſtly credible from the 
Teſtimonies of the Primitive Fathers, in Con- 
currence with the univerſal Tradition of the 
Chriſtian Church all along to this Day, and the 


intrinſick Excellency of thoſe ſacred Writings. 
If it be farther pretended, that the numerous 


Variations that occur in the Copies of thoſe 


B 4 Writings, 
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Writings, in which the well-atteſted FaQts re- 
lating to our Lord are recorded, diminiſh the 
Force and Authority of them; to this too it may 
be anſwer d, that tho' it muſt be granted that 
Variations of Copies of all antient Books, both 
facred and profane, have unavoidably happen'd, 
in a long Courſe of Ages, by the Frailty of their 
Tranſcribers; yet that it is moſt evident to all 
that have critically examin'd the Variations of 
the ſacred Copies, which are far from being 
more numerous than thoſe we meet with in other 
antient Writings, that there is not one Article of 
Faith, or any moral Precept, or the leaſt Teſti- 
mony of the Apoſtles, that is ſo affected by 
them, as to weaken the Force of them, and 
much leſs to annul and deſtroy them. 
And again, if it be ſuggeſted, that the Credi- 
bility of all human Teſtimonies, ſuppoſed origi- 
nally true, decreaſes in Proportion to the Diſtance 
from the Time in which they lived who gave 
thoſe Teſtimonies; to this it may be replied, that 
in Caſes where the Teſtimonies of Men, and 
eſpecially thoſe that were appointed for that very 
End and Purpoſe, were at firſt firmly eſtabliſh'd, 
and were originally credible, as has now been 
ſthewn to have been the Caſe of the Teſtimonies 
of the Apoſtles; and that likewiſe where the 
Monuments or Records that preſerve thoſe 
Teſtimonics have been faichfully, and without 


material 


= 


[ 25 ] 
material Alterations, tranſmitted to future Ages, 
as has alſo been ſhewn to be the Caſe of rhe FaQs 
relating to our Lord; the Credibility of hoſe 
Teſtimonies continues the very ſame in ſucceed- 
ing Ages as in the primitive Times, notwith- 
ſtanding the Shews of Demonſtration that not 
long ago were miſapplied to a pretended Proof 
of the contrary. And this Aſſertion will be 
more clear and evident, when it is duly conſi- 
der'd, that ſucceeding Ages have the peculiar Ad- 
vantage of having had tranſmitted to them none 
but the Genuine Goſpels, whoſe Authenticalneſs 
was eſtabliſh'd in the Primitive Ages, by a juſt Di- 
ſtinction made between them and the numerous A. 
pocryphal Goſpels and pretended A#s that were 
forged by the antient Hereticks,and were accord- 
ingly rejected by the beſt Judges of the Canonical 
Writings of the New Teſtament, the Primi- 
tive Church. And indeed it is an Addition to 
the preſent Argument, that thoſe antient Monu- 
ments of the Facts relating to Jeſus Chriſt, and 
atteſted by the Apoſtles, acquire ſome new Force 
and Strength from a long Courſe of Time, in 
which they not only are cited as the very ſame 


1 by the Writers of all ſucceeding Ages; but like- 


wiſe as ſeveral Prophecies of future Events, re- 


f corded in an antient Book of Facts, ſo ſtrongly 
F confirmed by Teſtimonies, have been ſince exactly 
1 fulfilled. And ranſequently even in theſe remo- 
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ter Ages it is ſtill a faithful or credible Saying, 
and worthy of all Acceptation, that Jeſus Chriſt 
came into the World to ſave Sinners. But I proceed, 


5thly, and laſtly, to offer ſome Account, in 


the critical and hiſtorical Way, of the beſt Apolo- 
giſis for the Chriſtian Religion, both among the 


Antients and Moderns, in order to form a rational 
Scheme for the more accurate Study of them, 
agreeably to the preſent Exigencies of the Church. 


Though the Writings of many of the Apolo- 
g:i/ts for the Chriſtian Religion in the earlieſt 
Ages, ſuch as Euſebius's 30 Books in anſwer to 
Porphyry, and the latter 10 Books of Cyril in 
anſwer to Julian, are entirely loſt, and tho 
there are only ſome Fragments left of ſome 
others of them ; yet, God be thanked, there are 
ſeveral very antient Apologies now extant, that, 
beſides the intrinfick Evidence offer'd by them for 
our holy Faith, have fully eſtabliſhed the exter- 
nal Teſtimonies of thoſe Facts, on which the 
Credibility of the Chriſtian Religion is ground- 
ed. And agreeably to the preſent Subject, I 
ſhall now ſelect ſome of thoſe early Apologiſi, 
that inſiſt on Facts, without taking notice of 


thoſe in the firſt Ages, that made it their chief ; 
Buſineſs to expoſe the Idolatrous Worſhip of the 


Heathens, or to vindicate the Chriſtians from 
the 
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27 ] 
the ſcandalous Imputations that were caſt upon 
them; two Subjects, that engroſſed the Pens of 
many of the antient Apologiſts. 

The firſt that occurs is Qyadratus, a Diſciple 
of the Apoſtles, who preſented an Apology for 
the Chriſtians to the Emperor Adrian; of which 
a very material Fragment is preſerved in the 
Hiſtory of Euſebius «, who ſaw the whole: 
Namely, That none could doubt of the Truth 
« of the Miracles of Jeſus Chriſt, becauſe the 
* Perſons that were healed or raiſed from the 
* Dead by him, had been ſeen, not only when 


« he wrought his Miracles, or whilſt he was 


upon Earth, but even a very great while after 


* his Death; ſo that there are many, ſays he, 
* that were yet living in our Time.” 

The next Writer I ſhall mention is Juſtin Mar- 
Hy; who in his Apology offered to Antoninus Pius, 
about 140 Years after Chriſt, is not only very 
copious in his Citations of antient Prophecies re- 


lating to our Lord, and particularly with regard 
to the Miracles perform'd by him, but he ex- 


preſsly appeals to the Roman Cenſus, the Deſcrip- 


tion or Taxation under Cyrenius, for the Birth of 
Feſus Chriſt, and to the Publick Afs and Com- 


mentaries of P:/ate for the Truth of his miracu- 


lous Works, and the authentick Account of his 
Death. And indeed in his Dialogue with Trypho 


> Euſeb. H. E. l. 4.-c. 3. 
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[ 38 ] 
the Jew, he purſues the Proof of Jeſuss Title 
to the Meſfrahſhip, by a Multitude of Texts cited 
out of the Old Teſtament in favour of him. 
Tertullian too, about 200 Years after Chriſt, 
in his famous Apology for the Chriſtians, appeals 
for the Truth of the Predictions of the antient 
Prophets about Feſus Chriſt, and likewiſe of his 
Miracles, and the extraordinary Eclipſe which hap- 
pen'd at his Death, together with the great Earth- 
quale at the ſame time, to the Records of the 
Heathens, and particularly to the Teſtimony of 
Pilate as ſent co Tiberius, the Roman Emperour ; 
who would, in Conſequence, have voted him in 
the Senate into the Number of their Gods. And 
to theſe Proofs Tertullian adds another wonderful 
Fact, namely, the Eſtabliſhment of the Church, 
notwithſtanding the Rage of Perſecutions. 
Origen deſerves to be confider'd next, both in 
order of Time, namely, as he flouriſhed in the 
former part of the Third Century, and likewiſe 
out of a juſt Reſpect to his real Merits, moſt ſig- 
nally diſplay'd in his admirable Vindication of 
the Chriſtian Religion, againſt the Sophiſtry of 
its moſt malicious Adverſary, Celſus, the Epicu- 
rean. A Work of great Learning and Accuracy, 
and indeed the very beſt Apology for our holy 
Faith which is come down to us from the Primi- 
tive Times. For he eſtabliſhes the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion by the Hiſtory of eur Lord, his miracu- 
| lqus 


29 ] 

lous Works, his Death, and his Reſurrection. He 
appeals for the truth of the præternatural Eclipſe, 
and concomitant Earth-quake, at our Saviour's 
Paſſion and Death, in confirmation of the fore- 
mentioned Facts, to Phlegon's Chronicon then ex- 
tant. Indeed Celſus himſelf, in the large Quo- 
tations from his Treatiſe againſt the Chriſtians 
made by Origen *, cites the Goſpels for ſe- 
veral Facts concerning Chriſt, and particularly 
acknowledges that he cured the Blind and the 
Lame, and raiſed the Dead, tho' he calumni- 
ates thoſe Facts as Magical Impoſtures, and 
perverſly denies that they prove Teſs to be the 
Son of God. 

To him I ſhall add Euſebius of Cæſarea, who 
in his large Works of Evangelical Preparation 
and Demonſtration has not only expoſed the 
Falſchood of the Gentile Religion, and the im- 
perfection of the Jewiſh, but has evinced from 
a long Train of Jewiſh Prophecies that Jeu is 
the promiſed Meſſiah, and from his Miracles 
and Doctrines that he was no Impoſtor. And 
all this with a great Variety of Teſtimonies and 


Arguments and Learning. And indeed it is to 


be lamented, that his ten laſt Books of the De- 
monſtration of the Goſpel are entirely loſt. How- 
ever this Loſs is in ſome meaſure repair'd by 


id. l. 2. c. Cell. 
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the Facts about Jeſus Chrift related in his Chro- 
nicon, a great part of which noble Work 
is ſtill extant, in which he appeals to the Teſti- 
monies of the forementioned Phlegon (ſome 
Fragments of which accurate Chronologer he 
has preſerved) for the truth of the foreſaid E- 
clipſe and Earth-quake at our Lord's Cruci- 
fixion, And in Euſebius's Treatiſe againſt Hie- 
rocles that is ſtill Extant, he has not only ſhewn 
that Apollonius Tyaneus, propoſed by that Phi- 
loſopher as a Rival of Jeſus Chrift with regard 
to Miraculous Performances, admits of no Com- 
pariſon with him, and that his Life wrote by 
Philoſtratus, and extant at this Day, is Fabu- 
lous and Romantick, (tho' intended by an Em- 
preſs for the Support of Paganiſm) but likewiſe 
that by Hzerocles's drawing a Parallel, tho' a very 
unjuſt one, between the Miracles of Chriſt and 
Apollonius, he acknowledges that Jeſus did 
actually and in fact work Miracles, tho' he en- 
deavours to depreciate them by chat vile Com- 
pariſon. 

Another Apologiſt for Chriſtianity that I 
ſhall mention on this Occaſion, is Cyril of 
Alexandria, who Replied to Julian the Apoſtate 
that had attacked the Chriſtian Religion with 
the greateſt Inſolence and Ridicule. His Work 
is a full and ſolid Confutation of what Julian 
had objected, in a more general way, againſt. | 


I Jeſus 


11 


Feſus Chriſt and his Religion, conſiſting of ten 


Books wrote in anſwer to the firſt Book of 


Julian againſt the Goſpels. And it is great 


Pity but we had his Anſwer to the other two 
Virulent Books of that Apoſtate. However as 


Cyril has given us very large Extracts of Julian 


in his own Words, we find that Julian acknow- 
ledged that Jeſus Chriſt had performed Mira- 
culous Cures on the Blind and Lame, and had 
diſpoſſeſſed Dæmons; tho' he pretended to ac- 
count for thoſe wonderful Performances by a 
Superior Skill in Magick; which was what he 
himſelf was moſt zealouſly addicted to, in order 
to retrieve the Cauſe of Paganiſm and the Wor- 
ſhip of Demons. But how falſe ſoever that 
Hypotheſis is, the ſaid Facts relating to Jeſus 
Chriſt were confeſſed by him to be true. 

I ſhould detain you too long if I enter'd in- 
to an exact Abridgment of St. Auſtin's great 
Work of the City of God, St. Chryſo/ftome's Diſ- 
courſes againſt the Fews, and Theodoret's Thera- 
peutick, or Cure of the Paſſions and Prejudices of 
the Greeks; all which are moſt learned and ex- 
cellent Performances in defence of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, and which more eſpecially in- 
fiſt on the Facts relating to our Bleſſed Lord, 
and the wonderful Propagation of the Goſpel 
throughout the World. But I heartily recom- 
mend them, as ſome of the beſt Pieces of An- 
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tiquity on this Subject, to your diligent Peruſal, 
tho' I have not time allow d me to lay before 
you a more minute account of them on this 
Occaſion. 

But I now haſten to the Modern Writers in 
favour of Chriſtianity, the moſt eminent of 
which, as ſelected out of a great number of 
them, are thoſe that follow, which are ranged 
as near as may be in order of time. The Treatiſe 
of the Truth of the Chriſtian Faith by Ludovicus 
Vives, a Perion that contributed to the Revival 
of antient Learning, and flouriſhed at the very 
beginning of the Reformation, mult be allow'd 
to be very Inſtructive as well as Entertaining, 
It was wrote with Care, was the Reſult of many 
Years, and indeed the laſt Work of his Life. 
And if his Arguments are ſomewhat diffuſed, 
and not always ſo cloſe and preſſing as thoſe 
of ſome other Writers, yet they muſt be allow'd 
to be very good, and ſet off with great Variety 
of pleaſing Dialogues, and couched in familiar 
Converſations on this important Subject; both 
in Vindication of the Chriſtian Religion, and 
in Confutation of Jews, an, and 
Pagans. 

De Mornay's Book of the Truth of Chriſti- 
anity abougds not only with a great deal of an- 
tient Learning, ſet off with all the Embelliſh- 
ments of an elegant Pen, in his Preparatory 
Proofs 


L 


proofs of Natural Religion, but has clear and 
excellent Arguments for the Meſſiahſhip of 
Jeſus, and confirms the Credibility of the Goſpel 
by the Antient Jewiſhß Authors and Philoſophi- 
cal Gentiles. And indeed his Defence of our 
Holy Faith is wrote with ſo honeſt a Spirit and 
ſo unaffected a Sincerity, as to Excuſe his at- 
tempt to prove the Doctrine of the Trinity by 
the mere light of Nature, and particularly by 
Platonical Arguments; as well as to Apologize 
for his Quotations of ſome Antient Authors, 


that have been thought of dubious and ſuſ- 


pected Credit by ſeveral learned Perſons, as has 
been inſinuated by Grotius * in the Intro- 
duction to his own immortal Performance on 
this great Subject; (as well as elſewhere ; +) 
which I now go on to conſider. 

This Work of Grotius, of the Truth of the 
Chriſtian Religion, is without Controverſy one 
of the moſt rational, learned, and convincing 
Treatiſes, that ever appeared in Vindication of 
Chriſtianity. His Arguments for it, beſides thoſe 
ofter'd for its intrinſick Excellency, are founded up- 
on Facts, and thoſe Facts well ſupported by juſt and 
proper Authorities both Sacred and Profane. 
And indeed his own Annotations on his Judicious 


* Vid. Grot. de Ver. Chriſt. Rel. 1 1. p. 2, 3. 


＋ vid. Grot. Epilt. ad Voſſ. inter Præſt. Vir. Ep p. 797- 
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Book are worthy of ſo great a Maſter of Cri- 
tical Learning, and in ſome reſpects as Valuable 
as his Book it ſelf. No one has more accurately 
confider'd the Proofs of Chriſtianity in the way 
of Facts and Teſtimonies; and no one has in 
ſo ſmall a Compaſs more ſolidly confuted Pa- 
ganiſm, Mahometiſm, and modern Judaiſm. 
And if he were aſſiſted in the Compoſure of this 
Book by ſeveral other Authors on the ſame Sub- 
jet, and more eſpecially by the Valuable per- 
formance of a Writer otherwiſe juſtly of ill 
Fame, I mean, Fauſtus Socinuss little Book 
de Auctoritate S. Scripture *, this Aſſiſtance, 
I fay, is no more than what Grotius himſelf has 
frankly acknowledg'd in general terms; when, 
in the Prefatory part of his Treatiſe, he de- 
clares, that having read all proper Books on that 
Occaſion, he ſelected out of Antient and Mo- 
dern Authors thoſe Arguments that had the 
greateſt Weight with him, and upon the uſe 
of his own judgment really convinced him. 


And no doubt this incomparable Work of his 


would have the ſame influence on the Minds of 


others, that will not only peruſe it with impar- 
tiality, but make themſelves, by an attention 


ſuitable to ſo important a Subject, abſolute Maſters N 


both of his Arguments and Annotations on 


* Steinfurti, A. 1611. Edit. Vortt, 


them. 
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them. And therefore the repeated ſtudy of this 
admirable little Book cannot be too warmly re- 
commended by me at this JunCture, and more 
eſpecially to the Younger part of my Clergy. 
The next eminent Modern Defender of the 
Chriſtian Religion that I ſhall mention, is 
Biſhop Stillingfleet, one of the brighteſt Or- 
naments of our Church and Nation for his great 
and univerſal Learning. Of this he has given 
an eminent Inſtance in his Origines Sacre, a 
Work that truly Anſwers to its Title of Ra- 
tional Grounds of the Chriſtian Faith, In this 
Elaborate Treatiſe not only the Principles and 
Sophiſtry of the Adverſaries of Natural and Re- 
2 vealed Religion are Confuted and Expoſed, but 
e che Truth of the Chriſtian Religion is firm- 
ly eſtabliſhed on the Facts relating to our Lord, 
and particularly on the accompliſhment of the 
3 Antient Prophecies in him, and the performance 


uſe of real Miracles by him; and all this upon an 
mm. 2 impartial Tryal of Prophetical Predictions and 
his 2 Miracles in general. This is a work, that tho 
; of it may be ſtyled Juvenile with regard to the 
dar- Age of its Author, yet was performed with all 
tion 


the judgment of riper Vears. And if it had 
¶ pleaſed God to have granted leiſure to that moſt 
learned Perſon, in his more advanced Years, not 
only to have model'd anew, but to have actu- 


ally adapted in a more exact manner the Scheme 
nem. C 2 of 
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61 that Work to the later Objections of Infidels, 
as the great Author of it propos'd to do, it had 
arrived no doubt at a degree of Perfection be- 
yond what the Chriſtian World has hitherto ſeen 
among all the Modern Writers on that Subject. 
And to this Performance we ought to ſubjoin, 
by way of Appendix, the ſame learned Perſon's 
Letter to a Deiſt, wrote in his maturer Age, 
and that contains very Judicious Solutions of 
the principal Objections advanced by that Sett of 
Men againſt the Authority of the Holy Scrip- 
cures. 

However, the forementioned defect has been 
in good meaſure ſupplied by Huetius's Demon- 
ftratio Evangelica, a Work of great exactneſs 
and Learning, put into a Mathematical 
Preſs, and adorned with Propoſitions, Demonſtra- 
tions, and Corollaries, as far as the nature of the 
thing will admit. In this excellent Performance, 
the particular Teſtimonies of the Facts recorded 
in Fax Goſpel are more fully exſpatiated on, and 
more minurely vindicated from the Objections 
of our Adverſaries, than in other Apologies. And 
as the Title of it is borrowed from the great 
Work of the famous Euſebius, ſo does this Work 
it ſelf, in imitation of that learned Father, ſo 
abound with Teſtimonies and other Proofs of 
the Facts of our Lord, as to make ſome amends 3 
for 
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for the loſt Books of that antient Biſhop on this 
very Subject. 

The friendly Conference of Profeſſor Liraborch 
with a learned Few, about the Truth of the 
Chriſtian Religion, deſerves likewiſe ro be men- 
tioned here with Honour. For by more Cre- 
dible and valid Teſtimonies in favour of Teſs, 
than the Few could produce in favour of Moſes, 
on whom he believed in virtue of thoſe very 
Teſtimonies, our Author triumphed over the 
learned Few, anſwered his Objections, and eſta- 
bliſhed the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion in a 


very rational and convincing manner: As in- 


deed Origen had done before him, by the uſe of 


2 the ſame method, in his Anſwer to Celſus. 

f Another learned Perſon, afterwards a Prelate 
* of our Church, Kidder, Biſhop of Bath and 
- Wells, began, a little before Limborch's Work 
8 appeared, his Demonſtration of the Maſſiab; to 


which after ſome Years he added two other Vo- 
de, lumes. As he was particularly converſant in the 


Jewiſh Learning, he was very well qualified for 
proving the Truth of che Chriſtian Religion, not 
merely from the uſual Topicks, but by anſwering 
che moſt ſubtle Jewiſh Objections. And as Lim- 
Lorch Replied to the Manuſcript-Papers of a 
learned Jeu, ſo did He ſolve the Difficulties con- 
3 ained in two virulent Manuſcript-Treatiſes a- 
Lainſt the Truth of Chriſtianity, induſtriouſly 
handed about by the Jeroiſh Rabbins, and given 
1 C3 out 
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out to be unanſwerable. But as the Poiſon was 
diffuſed in a ſecret manner, ſo was an Antidote 
proportionable to it communicated by our Au- 
thor publickly to the World; which was well 
received, and has met with good ſucceſs. 

Another Treatiſe of the Truth of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion that deſerves particular notice, is 
that of Abbadie, a learned French Refugee, late- 
ly departed this Life; who not only has laid 
down, and vindicated, the General Principles of 
all Religion, in an eaſy but convincing way of 
Reaſoning, but has firmly eſtabliſhed the Truth 
of the Goſpel on Unconteſtable Facts; and after 
he had placed in avery clear light the Prophecies 
and Miracles of Jeſus Chriſt, anſwered the Ob- 
jections of the Incredulous in a ſatisfactory and 
rational manner. 

I think my ſelf obliged to add, at once, to 
the preceding Writers on this Subject two others 
in our own Country, that at a ſmall interval of 
time laid down a few ſhort Rules, both for Demon- 
ſtrating the Certainty of the Chriſtian Religion, 
as it is founded on matters of Fact, conſidered 
as publickly pertormed, well atteſted, and faith- 
fully tranſmitted by ſtanding Memorials to fu- 
ture Ages; and likewiſe for detecting any re- 
ligious Impoſtures, by an Application of the pe- 
culiar and diſtinguiſhing Characters of them 
chere aſſign d; a particular Inſtance of which 

18 
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is given in the Impoſture of Mahomet. Theſe 
are contain'd in Lefly's ſhort and eaſy Method 
with the Deiſts and Jews, and Prideaux's 
Letter to the Deiſts at the end of his excellent 
Life of Mahomet. And indeed they are both of 
them very happily coincident in giving a Conciſe 
Hiſtorical Demonſtration of the Truth of the 
Chriſtian Religion. 

Another of our learned Countrymen ought 
not in Juſtice to be Omitted on this Occaſion, I 
mean, the late Profeſſor Fenkin; whoſe rational 
Vindication of the Truth and Excellency of the 
Chriſtian Religion deſerves very juſtly the Ap- 
plauſe of all good Men among us. But tho 
his Argument falls in with our preſent Subject, 
as founded on the Facts of the Goſpel, yet ſince 
his finiſhed Treatiſe is now, or ought to be, in 
all Men's hands that are pleaſed with rational E- 
vidence for their Religion, and deſire the ſtrong- 
eſt Conviction poſſible of the certainty of Chri- 
{tianiry, I ſhall only recommend in general fo 
Valuable a Performance to the Peruſal of my 
Brethren of the Clergy, as part of that Armour 
of Faith which it is neceſſary to put on in de- 
fence of the Goſpel of Chriſt. 

I cannot with Decency Conclude this Cri- 
tical Catalogue of the diſtinguiſhed Champions 
tor Chriſtianity, without a ſhort Recommenda- 
tion of another Writer on this Subject, Houtte- 
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ville, a learned Frenchman now living ; who has 
very lately obliged the World with a large and 
excellent Performance, in which he has laid a- 
fide all other Topicks, and eſtabliſhed the Truth 
of the Chriſtian Religion entirely on the Facts 
relating to Jeſus Chr:i/t, both in his Accompliſh- 
ment of Prophecies and Performance of Mi- 
racles. And it muſt be acknowledged, that he 
has not only ſtated very juſtly thoſe important 
Facts, but cleared them from the Objections of 
Infidels both Antient and Modern. And I re- 
commend this Work with the greater Satisfacti- 
on, not only becauſe of its immediate Con- 
nexion with the Subject of the preſent Diſcqurſe, 
but on account of the Opportunity I now en- 
joy of giving ſome ſort of new Publication to a 
Book, that is not yet ſo well known in the 
World as it merits to be, and-eſpecially in the 
preſent fituation of Religion among us. 

If I were not ſenſible into how great a Bulk this 
Diſcourſe is already ſwelled, I might ſubjoin an 
Appendix of very excellent and uſeful Writers on 
the preceding Subject; I mean, of thoſe that 
have diſtinguiſhed themſelves on this Argument 
in the Lecture founded by the juſtly celebrated 
Mr. Boyle, together with thoſe that have vindi- 
cated Chriſtianity againſt the late, or rather the 
preſent, Attempts of Infidelity, as carried on by 
the Author or Authors of the Grounds and Rea- 


ſors 


1 


ſons of Chriſtianity falſely ſo ſtiled, and of the 


pretended Confuration of the Literal Scheme of 
Prophecy. On which Occaſion no one has ap- 
pear'd with greater Honour to himſelf, and Edi- 
fication of the Church, than my very learned 


Brother the preſent Biſhop of Coventry and Lich- 
field, But the Praiſe of living admired Authors 


is not only too difficult to be attempted, and eſpe- 
cially towards the Period of the preſent Diſcourſe, 
but that worthy Prelate is as much above all 
Views of Applauſe, as his two elaborate Trea- 


tiſes on this Subject really deſerve it. 
Upon the whole, tho' ſo conſiderable a Num- 


ber of Authors on this great Subject have been 
now recommended to you, my dear Brethren, 
(the Length of which Recommendarion will, I 
truſt, be excuſed by the Weight and Importance 
of the preſent Argument) yet they are nor all 
preſcribed as equally neceſſary, tho' it be highly 
ſo that ſome or other of them are to be procured, 
and ſtudied diligently, by every one of you, as 
of the laſt Conſequence to the Church of Chriſt. 
Particulars muſt be left to eyery one's Opportu- 
nities of procuring them, as well as private Cir- 
cumſtances in point of Expence. But however 
ſlender the Income of ſome Livings in this Dia- 
ceſe may be, ſome Portion of it ſurely ought 
to be dedicated to the Support of Chriſtianity it 
{elf among us. And even choſe Clergymen that 
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live in the more narrow Diſtrict of a Country- 
Retirement, and at a conſiderable Diſtance from 
the great and publick Scene of this Kingdom, 
are not to be entirely excuſed from this ſpiritual 
Service; ſince, by the unaccountable Induſtry of 
the Adverſaries of our Religion, the Poiſon of 
Infidelity is ſpread far and near; and conſequently 
a proportionable Diligence becomes the profeſſed 
Guardians of Religion in adminiſtring proper 
ſpiritual Antidotes, both for preventing farther 
Infection, and curing thoſe that already labour 
under ſome Symptoms of it. And ſince from 
what has been laid before you, with regard to 
the ſeveral Writers now recommended, the great 
Subſerviency of human Learning to the juſt Main- 
tenance of that which is Divine does fully ap- 
pear, I conjure you in the moſt ſolemn manner, 
and that more particularly in ſuch a Cris of Re- 
ligion, to come to freſh Reſolutions to review 
your former Studics, and to apply your ſelves a- 
new with a ſuitable Induſtry and Zeal to all ſuch 
Parts of Learning, as may be thought ſerviceable 
to the Support of the Chriſtian Religion in Op- 
poſition to all Gainſayers. And I cannot but add 
that I hope, upon your peruſing the Antient 
Apologiſts, you will labour to tranſcribe into your 
own Lives that Zeal for Religion, that Contempt 
of the World, that Sanctity of Manners, and 
that Heavenly-mindednets, by which they are at 
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leaſt as much diſtinguiſhed as by their primitive Ar- 
guments. You will too be aſſured, upon a thorough 
Examination of the great Controverſy now de- 
pending, that if any Hiſtory in the World is 
true, or indeed can be proved to be ſo, it is that 
of the Matters of Fact which relate to 76ſt 
Chrift ; ſince they are much better atteſted than 
any other whatſoever. This Conſideration is not 
only the Source of true Joy and inward Satisfac- 
tion to all fincere Lovers of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, but it likewiſe points out the Difficulties 
that the preſent Patrons of Infidelity are really 
reduced to. Since on the {ame Bottom that the 
deny their Aſſent to the Goſpel-Hiſtory, they 
muſt, by unavoidable Conſequence, diſcard all 
Hiſtory whatſoever ; and indeed (if they act con- 
ſiſtently) muſt doubt to ſuch a Degree of the 
Truth of all Teſtimonies uſed in common Life, 
as is incompatible with chat Juſtice and Buſineſs 
of the World, as are agreed on all Sides to be 
abſolutely neceſſary to Civil Society. And if you 
frequently recollect not only the Lacs relating to 
our Lord, and the Grounds on which they ſtand 
unmoveable; but likewiſe conſider that they were 
written by the moſt credible Witneſſes, that we 
might believe that Feſus 15 the Chrijt, the Son of 
God, and that ſo believing we might have Life 
thro his Name; and if you thus ſtrive *ogether for 
the Faith of the Goſpe!, and are in notbiug terrified 
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by thoſe Adverſaries of Religion that have denied 
the Lord that bought them, and counted the Blood 
of his Covenant wherewith they had been ſancti- 
fied an unholy Thing, and done Deſpite to the Spi- 
rit f Grace, you will not only be good Souldiers 
under the Captain of our Salvation in this Holy 
War, and fight ſucceſsfully the good Fight of 
Faith; but there will be laid up for you a Crown 
of Glory that fadeth not away, which the great 
Biſhop of our Souls, and righteous Fudge of all, 
will undoubtedly beſtow on all his faithful Ser- 
vants at the laſt deciſive Viſitation of the World. 
For which that we may be all prepar'd by a due 
Uſe of our reſpective Talents, and may accord- 
ingly enter into the Foy of our Lord, may God 
grant for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake, &c. 
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BOOKS written by the Right Reverend Dr. Richard 
Smalbroke, Lord Biſhop of St. David's. 


I. HE Doctrine of an Univerſal Judgment aſſerted ; 


A Sermon preached before the Univerſity of Oæ- 
ford, June 9. 1706. In which the Principles of 
Mr. Dodwell's Diſcourſe concerning the Mortality 
of the Soul, are conſidered. 

I. Reflections on the Conduct of Mr. Whiſton, in his Revival of 
the Arian Hereſy. 

III. The new Arian reprov'd : Or, A Vindication of ſome Res» 
flections on the Conduct of Mr. Whiſton, exc. 

Iv. The pretended Authority of the Clementine Conſtitutions 
confuted by their Inconſiſtency with the inſpired Writings of 
the Old and New-Teſtament, in Anſwer to Mr. Whiſton. 

v. Of true Chriſtian and Engliſh Courage, an Aflize Sermon at 
Hereford Cathedral, Aug. 14. 1715. 

VI. God's Praiſe perfected out of the Mouths of Infants, a Ser- 
mon preached at Hereford, Jan. 4. 171415, on Occaſion of 
the new Charity-School there. 

VII. Idolatry charged on Arianiſm; Two Sermons preached at 
Hereford Cathedral in December 1719. 

VIII. The Reverence due to the Houſe of God; A Sermon 
preached at Landaff Cathedral, July 2. 1721. With a Preface 
in Vindication of the Chapter of Landaff. 

IX. An Enquiry into the Authority of the Primitive Complu- 
tenſian Edition of the New-Teftament, in order to decide the 
Diſpute about 170 v.7.ina Letter to Mr, Archdeacon Bentley. 

X. Our Obligations to promote the Publick Intereſt. A Sermon 
preached at the Cathedral of St. David's, July 26. 1724 

XI. The Charge of the Right Reverend Richard Lord Biſhop of 
St. David's, delivered to the Clergy of his Dioceſe, in his 
Primary Viſitation of the fame in Aug and Sept. 1725, Pub- 
liſhed at the Requeſt of the Clergy. 

XII. A Sermon preach'd before the Lords Spiritual and Tempo- 
ral in Parliament aſſembled in the Abby Church at Weſ{minſfter, 


on Tueſday, Jan. 30 1727-8, being the Anniverſary Faſt for 
the Martyrdom of King Charles I. | 


XIII. Reformation neceſſary to prevent our Ruin; a Sermon 
preached to the Societies for Reformation, an. 10, 17'7. 


XIV. A Vindication of the Miracles of our Bleſſed Savic ur: In 
which, the Paſſages cited out of the Fathers in Mr. Woclſton's 
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iſcourſes on thoſe Miracles are particularly examined, and 
it is evinced, that he has groſſly miſrepreſented the Fathers, 
and that they all believed thoſe Miracles in the literal Senſe. 
Together with an Anſwer to his other Objections againſt the 
literal Senſe ot thoſe Miracles. To which is ſubjoined, a Viſita- 
tion Charge to the Clerigy of the Dioceſe of St. David's, in 
Auguſt, 1728, 
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A Defence of Chriſtianity from the Prophecies of the Old Teſ— 
tament: Wherein are conſidered all the Objections againſt this 
Kind of Proof, advanced in a late Diſcourſe of the Grounds and 
Keaſons of the Chriſtian Religion, By the Right Reverend Father 
in God Edward Lord Biſhop of Coventry and Lichfield. The 
Third Edition, 8v0. 

A Vindication of the Defence of Chriſtianity from the Prophe- 
cies.of the Old Teſtament: in Anſwer to the Scheme of Literal 
Prophecy conlider'd. By the Rr. Rev. Father in God Edward 
Lo1d Biſhop of Coventry and Lichfield. In two Vols. With a 
Lerter from the Rev. Mr. Maſſon ; concerning the Religion of 
Macrobius, and his Teſtimony touching the Slaughter of the In- 
fants at Berhlehem. With a Poſtſcript upon Virgil's fourth Eclogue. 

The Reaſonableneſs of Conformity to the Church of England. 
To which is added, the Brief Defence of Epiſcopal Ordination. 
By the Right Reverend Father in God Benjamin Lord Bilhop of 
Salisbury. The Fourth Edition, 8v0. pr. 6.s. | 

Eighteen Diſcourſes concerning the Terms of Acceptance with 
God. In which, I. The Terms themſelves are diſtinctly laid 
down as they are psopoſed to Chriſtians in the New Teſtamenr. 
And, II. Several talfe Notions of the Conditions of Salvation are 
confider'd. Bu the Rt the Rev. Father in God Benjamin Lord 
Biſhop of Sal:sbwry, The Third Edition, pr. 5 s. | 

A Diſcourſe concerning the Being and Attributes of God, the 
Obligations of Natural Religion, and the Truth and Certainty of 
the Chr:ſt:an Revelation: In anſwer to Mr. Hobbes, Spinoza, the 
Author of the Gracl sof Reaſon, and other Deniers of Natural and 
Revealed Religion. Being ſixteen Sermons Preached at the Cathe- 
dral-Church of St Paul, in the Years 1704 and 1705, at the Lecture 
Founded by the Honourable Robert Boyle, Eſq; The 7th Edition, 
Corretied. By Samuel Clarke, D. D. Rector of St. James's, Weſt- 
minſter.. There is inſerted in this Edit. A Diſcourſe concerning the 
(ennexion of the Propheſies in the Old Teſtament, and the Appli- 
cation of them to Chriſt. There is alſo added, An Autwer to a 
-th Letter, concerning the Argument à priori. Price 63. 

A Paraphraſe on the four Evangeliſts. Wherein for the clearer 
Underſtanding the Sacred Hiſtory, the whole Text and Paraphraſe 
are mrinted in leparnes. olwmns over-againſt each other. Together 
„ b Clucal Nuts oh ihe more difficult Paſſages: Very uſeful for 
* Families, 


JAMES and JOHN KNAPTON. 


Families. In two Vols. By Samuel Clarke, D. D. Rector of 
St. Jameis Weſtminſter. The Fiſth Edition, 8vo. pr. 12 5. 

Seventeen Sermons on ſeveral Occaſions. By Samuel Clarke, 
D. D. Rector of St. James's Weſtminſter. The Second Edition. 

An Enquity into the Cauſe and Origin of Natural and Moral 
Evil: Being the Subſtance of Sixteen Sermons, preach'd in 
the Years 1719 and 1720. at the Lecture founded by the Ho- 
nourable Robert Boyle, Eſq; By John Clarke; D. D. Dean of Sarum. 
In 2 Vols. 8vo. pr. 9 5. 

Rohault's Syſtem of Natural Philoſophy : Illuſtrated with Dr. 
Samuel Clarkes Notes, taken moſtly out of Sir 1ſazc Newton's 
Philoſophy : With Additions. Done into Engliſh by Fohn Clarke, 
D. D. Dean of Sarum. The 2d Edition. In 2 Vols. Svo. 

The Truth of the Chriſtian Religion. In Six Books. By Hugo 
Grotias Corrected and illuſtrated with Notes by Mr. Le Clerc. 
To which is added, a Seventh Book, concerning this Queſtion: 
What Chriſtian Church we ought to join ourſelves to? "I ranilated 
by John Clarke, D. D. Dean of Sarum. The Second Edition, 
with Additions. 129. 

An Eſſay upon the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion: Wherein 
its real Foundation upon Old Teftament is ſhewn. Occaſioned by 
the Diſcourſe of the Grounds and Reaſons of the Chriftian ke- 
ligion. By Arihur- Albley Sykes, D. D. Rector of Kayleigh in 
Eſſex. Svo. | 

An Hiſtorical Geography of the Old and New Teſtament : Being 
a Geographical and Hiſtorical Account of all the Places and Coun- 
tries mentioned or referred to in the Books of the Old and New 
Teſtament: Very uſeful for the underitanding the Hiſtory of 
the ſaid Books, and of ſeveral particular Texts. Throughout is 
inſerted the preſent State of ſuch Places as have been lately viſited 
by Perſons of our own Nation, and of unqueſtonable Fidelity: 
Whereby the Work is render'd very uſeful and entertaining. II- 
luſtrated and adorned with ſeveral Maps, Cutts, and Chronological 
Tables. By Edward Wells, D. D. Rector of Coresbatch in Lei- 
ceſterſhire. In 4 Vols. 8vo. The Second Edition. 

A Paraphraſe with Annotations on the New Teſtament. In 2 
Vols. in 4:0. The ſirſt containing the Four Goſpels, and the Acts 
of the Holy Apoſtles. To which is added, a Treatiſe concern- 
ing the Harmony of the four Goſpels. - The ſecond all the E- 
piſtles and Revelation, By Edward Hells, D. D. Rector of Co- 
tesbatch in Liceſterſhire, | 

The Reaſonableneſs and Certainty of the Chriſtian Religion, 
By Robert Jenkin, D. D.2 Vols. 89: | 

Dr. Feffery's ( Archdeacon of Norwich) Sermons on ſeveral 
Practical Subjects. 8vo. | 

A Brief Expolition of the Apoſtles Creed, according to Biſhop 
Pearſon, in a new Method, by way of Paraphraſe and Annota- 
tion. By B. Kenner, D. O. late Preſident of Corpus Chriſti Col- 
lege, Cxon. The Second Edition, 
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1 F The Nature and Uſe of a Type Bei | tho Serrions pt ached 
in the Cathedral Church of Worceſter.” 


Foe Lavington,*F.. 
I, B. Canon of the ſaid Church. With 1 Ge concerning, 4 2 
late Treatiſe, entitled, 4 Diſcourſe of the Grounds and Reaſons of 
the Chriſtian Religion. 8vo. pr. 15. | * 1 
A Chronological Treatiſe upon the Seventy Weeks of Daniel. 
Wherein is ſhewn the_Unreaſonableneſs of the Author of the 
Grounds and Reaſons of the Chriſtian Religion, in calling in queſtion 
the Accomplithments of, this Prophecy.. By Benjamin Marhhall, 
M. A. Rector of Naunton in Glouceſter ſhire. | 

Three Letters in farther Vindication of the late Biſſiop Floyd's 
Hypotheſis of Daniel's Prophecy of the Seventy Weeks. One to 
the Reverend Mr. A ancaſter, Vicar of Bowden in Cheſhire. Ano- 
ther to Mr. Whijton. The Third to the Author of Scheme of 
Literal Prophcy conlider'd. By Benjamin Marſhall, M. A. Rector 
of Nan: in Gleuceſterſhire, and ſome Time Student of Chriſt- 
Church in Oxford. pr 26. 

A true Repreſentation of Popery, as it appears in Foreign 
Parts: Deſigned as a Preſervative againſt its Contagion ; par- 
ticularly recommended to Britiſh Proteſtants during their Reſi- 
dence in Popiſh Countries, In ten Diſcourſes: Being the Sub- 
fiance of ſeveral Sermons preached before Britiſh Factory at O- 
porto in Portugal. By Henry Stephens M. A. Vicar of Malden in 
Surry, and Chaplain to the Right Reverend the Lord Biſhop of 
Sr. David's. 8vo. pr. 43. | 

An Anſwer to the Diſſenters Pleas for Separation: Or, an A- 
bridgment of the London Caſes. Wherein the Subſtance of thoſe 
Books is digeſted into one ſhort and plain Diſcourſe. The Sixth 
I-dition, 8YV0. By Thomas Bennet, D. D. Vicar of St. Giles's 
Cripple;ate. 

Directions for Studying. I. A General Syſtem or Body of 
DIVINITY. II. The Thirty nine Articles of RELIGION. To 
which is added, St. Jerom's Epiſtle to Neporianus. By Thomas 
Bennet, D. D. The Third Edition. 1 | 

Dr. Bennet's Paraphraſe, with Annotations on the Book of 
Common Prayer: Wherein the Text is explained, Objections 
are anſwered, and Advice is humbly offered both to Clergy and 
Laity tor promoting true Devotion in the Uſe of it. The Se- 
cond Edition. | 

Dr. Claget's Sermons on ſeveral Oecaſions. In 2 Vols. 8vo. 

Common Prayer Book, the beſt Companion in the Houſe and 
Cloſer, as well as in the Temple: Or, a Collection of Prayers 
out of the Liturgy of the Church of England, moſt needful both 
for the whole Family together, and for every ſingle Perſon a- 

art by himſelf. With a particular Office for the Sacrament: 
The Sixteenth Edition. pr. IS. Tx 4 © qo 
* the Word of God the beſt Guide to all Perſons, at all“ Times 
and in all Places: Or a Collection of Texts of Scripture, plainly 
ſnewing, all ſuch Things as are neceſſary for every Chriian's 4 
Knowledge and Practice. By the Author of the Common Prager 4. 
beck the beſt Companion, pr. 18. (C. * 
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